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1734 Foundations

A COMPLETE COPY OF THE ORIGINAL ARTICLES (AND LETTERSFROM ROY
BOWERSALIASROBERT COCHRANE TO JOSEPH B WIL SON)

1734 isa Craft tradition which | established in the United Sates in the late 1960s and early
1970s. Initsessence it contains the teachings given to me by three sources. Thefirst of theseisa
person whom | will call Sean, who was my first teacher and who grounded me in the oral traditions
of hisfamily. Later | engaged in correspondence with Roy Bowers (alias Robert Cochrane) who,
with Sean’s approval and guidance, supplemented those initial teachings. The third source of inspira-
tion and personal guidance was Ruth-Wynn-Owen, the matriarch of the Plant Bran. Sean provided
the basis, Roy provided some magical and mystical clarification, and Ruth provided a seasonal
construct.

Although the name I’ ve used for this tradition, “ 1734 was inspired by Roy Bowers, heis not
the founder of the 1734 tradition. Roy was knowingly teaching me that which would supplement the
training that Sean had begun with me. Roy did not call histradition “ 1734” but rather “ The Clan
of Tubal Cain” and although he used some elements from that tradition to illustrate some things to
me, his intention was never to teach me that way but rather to help me to understand that which |
already had. The Clan of Tubal Cain has a different orientation and practices; asit should.

Over the past 30 years several people have obtained some of the material contained in this
booklet. Many of them, once they got written material, chose to ignore the purpose context for
which it was developed, and instead ran off with it, hoarding it like some super secret, deluding
themselves by thinking that because they had these writings they were now “ authentic witches” .
They refused to stay around and to learn the oral tradition which this was meant to supplement, or
to understand the training that goes along with it.

As a result there are now many people out there who have fragments of these letters, partial
copies of them, in some cases editied copies of them, and in still other cases have completely fraudu-
lent material added to them.

This booklet contains the complete unedited, unmodified, 1734 letters, related published
articles, and related unpublished articles. In order to prevent fraud and misrepresentation we are
making them available to everyone interested in the mysteries of 1734. If something is not in this
booklet it is NOT 1734, but something else. Consider your sources, and the motives of those who
would try to tell you otherwise.

This booklet should never be kept secret.

Flags, Flax, and Fodder,
Joseph B. Wilson

November, 1999
Not to be sold under any circumstances for any purpose. Must be freely distributed.
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Preface

You can attack these things both in arational and reasonable manner. You can take the gliff
for 1734 and work with it, and that which it stands for, in good logical sequence. You can follow
the logic from it’s beginning to it’s inevitable end and you can find and determine that answer. And
in the process you can miss everything that isimportant in the search.

But you'll have it there. See? mapped out clearly, this point, leads to that point, leads to this
other point, leads to the X on the map. See? hereit is, the Roebuck! Ah Ha! You found it! Isn’t it
Majestic? Wow! And thereisthe Hind! Wow!You found the Goddess and Her Consort, the secrets
of the Queen of Night and the Horned God rolled into One.

Yes! You can take them, for they are freely given, and put on the crown of Horns and see the
Crescent Moon between Her ears, the blaze on Her neck, and the dew on her breast! You can listen
to the whispers in the shadows as they tell you of this Lord and that Lady, and reveal to you the
darkest secrets of intricate ceremoniesto do at precise times— and words! yes! Chantsin languages
long forgotten, secretly passed down only through the line of the true initiates. Yours, along with the
magical powers, one for each tine on the Horned God'’s head, and tip of the Horned Goddesses
Crown.

And you'll belost in the land of illusion, with powers that do nothing except in the world of
fantasy — for beneath the disguise of the Roebuck lies another totem of 1734. The Lapwing laughs
and flaps Her Strong Wings as she flys away into the mists of the seven stars leaving you standing in
wonder, seduced by the siren call of the Lady, unable to stop, unable to go on, ashamed of your
folly, and in despair and discouragement thinking all of those years were lost on nothing.

But the Lapwing laughs again, “Here! here! here!” She cries, “thisway! And you follow
again, heedless of the wounds and scars, and as you follow you find that the illusory powers, the
imaginings, the fantasies fall away, revealing the true growth and strengths you have received in the
never ending journey — now proud of the scars you bare, for you have earned them in your quest
for Wisdom, whipped into frenzy by the muse who joyfully scourges you with the driving thirst for
knowledge.

One day the forerunner of wisdom will be enough, and the whole drops away, and the real -
ization of the true name will be there. Not in some arrangement of letters of the aphabet, but
seared by fire on the flesh of your heart.

What will you do to become Wise? Are you willing to pay the price?

Joseph B. Wilson

bear@metista.com
http://www.metista.com
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'"GENUINE WITCHCRAFT' ISDEFENDED

The following article, was anonymously written by Roy Bowers aka Robert Cochrane. It
was published in PSY CHIC NEWS, NOVEMBER 9, 1963.

Tired of what he regards as tirades against real witchcraft by uninformed writersin national
newspapers a witch requests us to publish his viewpoint. He asks us not to print his name and
address, "I have a wife and a small son to consider,” he says, "and people still have a tendency to
throw bricks at the unusual. His serious comments are in marked contrast to the nonsense printed
last week on the occasion of Hallowe'en.

| am awitch descended from a family of witches. Genuine witchcraft is not paganism,
though it retains the memory of ancient faiths.

Itisareligion mystical in approach and puritanical in attitudes. It isthe last real mystery
cult to survive, with avery complex and evolved philosophy that has strong affinities with many
Christian beliefs. The concept of a sacrificial god was not new to the ancient world; it is not new to
awitch.

Mystic at heart

M ysticism knows no boundaries. The genuine witch isamystic at heart. Much of the
teaching of witchcraft is subtle and bound within poetical concept rather than hard logic.

| come from an old witch family. My mother told me of things that had been told to her
grandmother, by her grandmother. | have two ancestors who died by hanging for the practice of
witchcraft. The desire for power may have been the motive behind the persecution of witches.

In the 13th or 14th century there was an influx of Islamic mysticism into Europe. Thiswas
due to the Crusaders and the wanderings of various mystical societies from the Middle East. There
is also strong evidence that thisinflux of Islamic ideas infiltrated into witch covens of that time.

Theking'sfear

Since the persecution really began during this period, it is my considered opinion that the
extermination of witches was bound up in the conflict of two mgjor faiths, Christianity and Islam.
During the Reformation and the decrease of the Musalmen Empire the motives were probably
forgotten, but the propaganda remained.

James | obviously had good reason to fear witches. The witch theology of that period de-
manded he should die since he descended from aline of "divinekings'. The"divinekings', in
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theory anyway, died for the sins of their subjects and to mediate between man and the evil chance.

It must also be remembered that witches existed probably among the upper classes as well as
the lower. These witches possibly desired power like any other lordling.

One basic tenet of witch psychological grey magic isthat your opponent should never be
allowed to confirm an opinion about you but should always remain undecided. Thisgivesyou a
greater power over him, because the undecided is always the weaker. From this attitude much
confusion has probably sprung in the long path of history.

Judgment decides

Nothing about witchcraft is ever stated definitely. It isaways left to inference and your
judgement. Consequently nothing written about witchcraft can ever solve it or confirm or deny its
existence.

As for witches belonging to a premature Spiritualist movement, thisis a pleasant daydream.
Of course there are psychicsin every period of history. Sometimes they became priests of the local
religion. At other times they died at the hands of priests of the local religion who did not like having
their particular theology confounded by spirits, even if the message came directly from the
otherworld.

No simplebelief

Witcheraft is not primarily concerned with messages or morality gained from the dead. Itis
concerned with the action of God and gods upon man and man's position spiritualy. Itisnot a
simple belief, though many might think so from a superficial examination. Much Spiritualist phe-
nomena would not satisfy the witch, who either attempts the heights or plunges the depths.

Thereis also abasic conflict between two attitudes. The Spiritualist asks for "miracles’ vide
the spirit of another world. The witch, or anyone interested in magic, tries to work those "miracles”
herself by an act of will with the ordinary "spirit", but it is very doubtful if she would ever allow
herself to be controlled by it. Itisof course the old controversy between the occultist and the Spiri-
tualist.

Not to be sold under any circumstances for any purpose. Must be freely distributed.
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THE CRAFT TODAY

by Robert Cochrane

This article from Pentagram (2) November 1964 is republished here with the kind permis-
sion of the copyright owner. Further redistribution in any formis prohibited. Copyright 1964
Robert Cochrane

Witchcraft, according to those who are modern witches, is the Craft of the Wise. A simple
pagan belief, full of old traditions which are appealing, simple virtues, and--if we are to believe their
detractors--some ancient vices. According to further information it is atraditional religion based
upon an exceedingly simplified concept of the works of Nature. It is by inference from their rituals
as reported, an attempt to bribe Nature by various actions and beliefs into a malleable state, so that
Nature will function according to the needs of the coven, and what the coven believes to be good for
society in general, rather than Nature carrying on in her own sweet way. If we are to believe various
interviews carried out by television and newspapers, this has an effect not upon Nature but upon the
witch, since there is areport of awitch who claimed that she believed the sun would not rise again if
she did not undertake her rituals.

The interesting facet to be gained from such blazes of publicity isthat it would appear the
Craft has rapidly become an escape hatch for all those who wish to return to a more ssmple form of
life and escape from the ever-increasing burden of contemporary society. In many cases the Craft has
become a funkhole, in which those who have not been successful in solving various persona prob-
lems hide, while the storm of technology, H- bombs, and all the other goodies of civilization pass by
harmlessly overhead.

Modern Witchcraft could be described as an attempt by twentieth-century man to deny the
responsibilities of the twentieth century. It is a secure and naive belief that Nature is always good
and kind. It isalso abelief, or so it would appear, that if you personally can go backwardsin the
evolution of thought, then perhaps the rest of the world might follow suit. Good enough, the Craft is
all thingsto al men, if it isasimple pantheistic belief to those who think it so, so it has become,
since the Mysteries were evolved for al men, and Man was evolved for the Mysteries. Which of
necessity leads one to ask what the Mysteries are.

All mystical thought is based upon one major premise: the realisation of truth as opposed to
illusion. The student of the 'mysteries’ is essentially a searcher after truth, or as the ancient traditions
described it, "Wisdom™. Magic isonly aby- product of the search for truth, and holds an inferior
position to truth. Magic, that is the development of total will, isa product of the Soul in its search
for ultimate knowledge. It is an afterthought upon a much larger issue, the ability to use aforce that
has been perceived while searching for a more important aim within the self. No genuine esoteric
truth can be written down or put within an intellectual framework of thought. The truths involved
are to be participated in during comprehension of the soul. Truth of this degree is not subject to
empirical thought and is only apparent to the eye of the beholder, and to those who have followed a
similar path of perception. Throughout the history of humanity there have been myths, schools of
wisdom and teachers who have shown away to attain a working knowledge of esoteric thought and
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philosophy by using inference rather than direct method to teach the approaches to cosmic truth. The
secrecy of these Masters has nothing to do with protecting the Mysteries, since all that can be said
about the Mysteries has already been written into folklore, myth and legend. What is not forthcom-
ing is the explanation. It was recognised that these legends, rituals and myths were the roads through
many layers of consciousness to the area of the mind where the soul can exist in itstotality. These
and their surrounding disciplines and teachings became what the West describes as the Mysteries.
The Mysteries are, in essence, means by which man may perceive his own inherent divinity.

During the persecution the adherents of the Mystery system went underground and joined
forces with the aboriginal beliefs of the mass, and so became part of traditional Witchcraft. Centu-
ries passed and the meaning behind much ritual was forgotten, or relegated to a superstitious obser-
vance to elemental Nature. Much of the old ritual that has survived became ossified and repeated by
rote, rather than by understanding. Consequently it has become static and remote from its original
purpose, which was to enlighten the follower spiritually. In what generally passes as Witchcraft
today there is as much illusion and unresolved desire as there is in the outside world. In the closed
circles of some covensthereis greater bigotry and dogma than there isin many sections of the
moribund Christian church. Many witches appear to have turned their backs upon the reality of the
outside world and have been content to follow, parrot-fashion, rituals and beliefs that they know
have little or no relationship with the twentieth century and its needs. There has been no cause for a
fertility religion in Europe since the advent of the coultershare plough in the thirteenth century, the
discovery of haymaking, selective breeding of animals, etc. To claim, as some witches do, that there
isagreater need in the world for fertility of mind than before is understating general facts, since
Western Europe morally and socially has advanced more without the Old Craft and its attendant
superstitions than it ever did with them.

TThe value of the Old Craft today isthat in it lie the seeds of the Old Mystery tradition.
Through this the witch may perceive the beginnings of that ultimate in wisdom, knowledge of
themselves and of their motives. The genuine Mysteries are open to all, because anyone having
experience enough can understand that basic Message. To close the human mind in order to protect
it from outside circumstances that are hostile, is not away to discover that within oneself which is
most profound, but areturn to a claustrophobic mother who will eventually smother the child. If, as
is claimed, the Gods are kind and They are al things, then why does the twentieth century witch run
so rapidly away from them in the practice of the "age old Craft"? In fossilised superstitious tradition
there are profound secrets hidden, secrets folded within the most mediocre belief and action. These
great secrets, secrets of the soul and of destiny, are only apparent in the open light, not in the illu-
sionary world of Ye Olde English Wiccen. If the witches are to survive then the religion must un-
dergo some violent and radical changes. Changes that will open the ritual for examination, so that
the spiritual content may be clearly seen. Changes that must kick over many sacred cows to see
whether these old cows still give milk.

The inherent philosophy of the Craft was aways fluid, and fluid it must become again before
it gaspsitslast breath under a heap of musty nonsense, half-baked theology and philosophy. Witches
cannot retreat from the world any longer, there is no room for usin this society unless we have
something valid to offer it, and participate in its social evolution.

Not to be sold under any circumstances for any purpose. Must be freely distributed.
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THE FAITH OF THE WISE

by Robert Cochrane

This article from Pentagram (4) November 1965 is republished here with the kind permis-
sion of the copyright owner. Further redistribution in any formis prohibited. Copyright 1964
Robert Cochrane

It issaid by various "authorities" that the Faith of the Wise, when they do believein its
existence, is a ssimple matter: a pre-Christian religion based upon whatever Gods and Goddesses are
the current vogue--full of simple, hearty peasants doing simple, hearty peasant-like things ... things
that in some cases complex, nervous sophisticates also enjoy doing in urban parlours. Consequently
we have an interesting phenomenon: civilised sophisticates running round behaving like ssimple
peasants--and simple peasants who have never heard of such things! It is also maintained by the
same "authorities" that we follow a belief which, as one dear old fellow put it, is headed by a deity
"Who is the sweetest woman, everyone loves her." To quote someone else who is just a student of
the Craft, "Witchcraft is about rituals,” which | suppose to be true, if one cares to accept the defini-
tion as witchcraft.

All this worries me somewhat--since | am not a peasant and neither am | particularly inter-
ested in being led by a sweet woman, and ritual to me is merely a means to an end. So what is the
Faith al about? Admittedly | can only speak for myself, and what | write here are my own opinions,
but here goes.

Unfortunately for authorities, students and "mere seekers after truth,” the Faith is not about
anything that has been written above. The Faith is finally concerned with Truth, total Truth. It isone
of the oldest of religions, and also one of the most potent, bringing as it does, Man into contact with
Gods, and Man into contact with Self. As such the Faith isaway of life different and distinct from
any theory promulgated by the authorities or historians. Within the disciplines of the Faith, man may
offer devotion to the Gods, and receive certain knowledge of Their existence by participation in
something of the perfected Nature of Godhead, recalling that both within and without which is most
true. The Faith isabelief concerned with the inner nature of devotion, and finally with the nature of
mysticism and mystical experience. It has, in common with al great religions, an inner experience
that is greater than the exterior world. It is adiscipline that creates from the world an enriched
inward vision. It can and does embrace the totality of human experience from birth to death, then
beyond. It creates within the human spirit alight that brightens all darkness, and which can never
again be extinguished. It is never fully forgotten and never fully remembered. The True Faith isthe
life of the follower, without it he is nothing, with it he has contained something of all creation. .

All mystical thought is based upon one major premise: the realisation of truth as opposed to
illusion. The student of the 'mysteries’ is essentially a searcher after truth, or as the ancient traditions
described it, "Wisdom". Magic is only aby- product of the search for truth, and holds an inferior
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position to truth. Magic, that is the development of total will, isa product of the Soul in its search
for ultimate knowledge. It is an afterthought upon a much larger issue, the ability to use aforce that
has been perceived while searching for a more important aim within the self. No genuine esoteric
truth can be written down or put within an intellectual framework of thought. The truths involved
are to be participated in during comprehension of the soul. Truth of this degree is not subject to
empirical thought and is only apparent to the eye of the beholder, and to those who have followed a
similar path of perception. Throughout the history of humanity there have been myths, schools of
wisdom and teachers who have shown away to attain a working knowledge of esoteric thought and
philosophy by using inference rather than direct method to teach the approaches to cosmic truth. The
secrecy of these Masters has nothing to do with protecting the Mysteries, since all that can be said
about the Mysteries has already been written into folklore, myth and legend. What is not forthcom-
ing is the explanation. It was recognised that these legends, rituals and myths were the roads through
many layers of consciousness to the area of the mind where the soul can exist in itstotality. These
and their surrounding disciplines and teachings became what the West describes as the Mysteries.
The Mysteries are, in essence, means by which man may perceive his own inherent divinity.

Force requires form at this level of being, therefore ritual existsto contain that force.
Godhead demands worship, therefore ritual exists to give and formulate that worship. Man needs
help, therefore ritual is designed to give that help. It is possible to comprehend Godhead or Force
without ritual, since the First Principle of Godhead is present at all levelsand in all things at all
times--but total perception is not present in humanity all the time. Therefore ritual basically be-
comes a matter of increasing perception until something of Godhead '.sfinally revealed, and that
which iswithin and without is partially understood: comprehended in the physical person of the
participant until it-becomes one with his total being. The forces comprehended are part of the living
person, incorporated into everyday life as part of a spiritual, mental and physical discipline that
returns the devotee again and again to the original Source.

Devotion requires proof. Therefore that proof exists within the disciplines of the Faith. The
nature of proof cannot be explained, since force can only be shown by inference and by participa-
tion, not by intellectual reasoning. The nature of the proof fallsinto many forms, but anongst the
most common are these:

(a) POETIC VISION, in which the participant has inward access to dream images and
symbols. Thisisthe result of the unconscious being stimulated by various means.
Images are taught as part of atradition, and also exist.(as Jung speculated) upon their
own levels. They are, when interpreted properly, means by which alesser part of truth
may be understood. (b) THE VISION OF MEMORY, in which the devotee not only
remembers past existence but also, at times, a past perfection.

(c) MAGICAL VISION, in which the participant undertakes by inference part of a
Triad of service, and therefore contacts certain levels.*

(d) RELIGIOUS VISION, in which the worshipper is allowed admission to the True
Godhead for ashort time. Thisis a part of true initiation, and the results of devotion
towards a mystical am.

(e) MYSTICAL VISION, in which the servant enters into divine union with the
Godhead. This state has no form, being a point where force alone is present.

These are proofs, since having enjoined with such forces, there cannot afterwards be any
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doubts as to the nature of the experience. Man suffers from doubt at all times, but to the participant
in such experience, the doubt centres around the reality of the external world, not the inner. The
reality of such experience illuminates the whole life.

Therefore it can be shown that the Faith is a complex philosophy, dealing finally with the
nature of Truth, Experience and Devotion. It requires discipline and work; plus utter and complete
devotion to the common aim.

It can only be fulfilled by service, some labours taking many years to complete. The Faith
tolerates no nonsense, and those who would come to it, must come empty-handed saying "I know
nothing, | seek everything,” since within the structure of the Faith, all things may be contained and
are contained. It has survived, in secrecy and silence, the attacks of persecution, indifference and
misrepresentation. It is secret because those only who are best suited may enter the awful silences of
the Places of the Gods. It is silent because in silence there is strength, protection and afuture. It is
also silent today, because as the Greeks said "Those whom the Gods would destroy, they first make
mad." It is nearly impossible to enter unless the supplicant shows unmistakable signs of past
memory and a genuine mystical drive, and is willing to undertake tests that will force him finally to
disclose that matter which is most secret to himself. The Faith has no secrets in the sense that there
are formulas which can be readily understood and taught. It is finally and utterly the True Faith.,
standing immovable beyond space, time and all human matters.  Therefore it can be shown that
the Faith is a complex philosophy, dealing finally with the nature of Truth, Experience and Devo-
tion. It requires discipline and work; plus utter and complete devotion to the common aim.

*Being requested by the Editor to clarify this statement | ask the interested reader to examine
the Hebrew letters IHV as they would be in their original and matriarchal form, which will explain
something of the basic nature of magical rite and ritual. It should be as clear as the Roebuck in the
Thicket now.
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ON CORDS

by Robert Cochrane

This article from Pentagram (3) March 1965 is republished here with the kind permission of
the copyright owner. Further redistribution in any formis prohibited. Copyright 1965 Robert
Cochrane

Mrs. Basford has raised an interesting point about the real purpose of cords, harvest twine,
string dolls, etc. They appear to have originated from the woven strands of Old Fate, the major deity
of all true witches. They are, of course, the origin of such descriptive terms as "spellbinders.” When
worked up properly they should contain many different parts--herbs, feathers and impedimenta of
the particular charm. They are generally referred to in the trade as "ladders,” or in some cases as
"garlands,” and have much the same meaning as the three crosses. That is they can contain three
blessings, three curses, or three wishes. A witch also possesses a devotional ladder, by which she
may climb to meditational heights, knotted to similar pattern as the Catholic rosary.

The Celtic practice of binding the dead, used now as a devotional aid by some modern
groups, was originally an indication that the dead person had undergone the necessary stages and
purification towards the final judgement and redemption. The actual pattern of the knot was consid-
ered to be the important thing; the pattern formed by the lines of the binding being a symbol of
secondary importance.

Alexander the Great, by cutting the Gordian knot, announced to all and sundry that he was
going to cut his own fate with the edge of a sword. It was the action of atruly brave man, since the
knot was bound upon the yoke of the Twin Bulls, the Masters over Life and Death. It may be that
when he later built atemple to Nemesis he was attempting to buy off the terrible fate of his former
action.

The art of binding is to be seen in one of its best forms in the old craft of thatching. The pegs
and binders are traditionally put into a crossed shape, held by afinal structure over the roof trees that
also has avery close connection with Witchcraft.

The so-called "sacred object" held in such reverence by some witches was in fact aweaver's
distaff--and could easily be mistaken for a phallic symbol. The weaver's distaff, bound with reeds or
straw, appears frequently in rural carvings and elsewhere. It again has reference to the Craft and
supreme Deity. It would appear that the witches were not in the least influenced by Freudian con-

cepts.

Thereis good reason to assume that the nursery game of snakes and ladders originated in a
Not to be sold under any circumstances for any purpose. Must be freely distributed.
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much older pastime connected with binding. One aspect of the snake is that of the Tempter or
Destroyer, and the game remains as alesson upon life: one either ascends by the aid of the ladder, or
descends via the snake. The action of the gameis still dependent upon the throw of a black and
white cube (dice)--a symbol of Fate from ancient times.  Basically the cords of binding, as used
today, are worked upon with mistaken enthusiasm. Originally they were cords of Fate, woven and
bound into a charm for a defined purpose. Sometimes shaped into a semblance of the object or
person to be influenced, they were also hung on a gatepost or nailed near to the object or person,
preferably in a public place, as an indication of intent. In an Italian spell, the ladder is actually
placed in the bed of the person to be enchanted. A beautiful witch ladder, incidentally, was once
found in a church belfry: presumably one of the Old Craft could not sleep late on Sunday mornings
because of the racket of the bells!

"Cat'scradle" asagameisinteresting enough but as aform of witchery it becomes an inter-
esting indication of the complex nature of the Craft. Each of the fingers on the hands of awitch has
adefined meaning and purpose. It would be reasonable to assume that, to the knowing eye, the
crosses and planes formed by the strings would tell much of a particular ritual.
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"ANCIENTS" AND "MODERNS"
by Taliesin

NOTE FROM JOE
Taliesin, the gentleman who wrote this article, was an associate of Roy's. Although in Pentagram
they pretended to be of dlightly different orientations (in order to stir up controversy and get dialog
going, | wastold), in fact they were both writing from their experience within the tradition of
"1734".

The report of Mrs. Valiente's talk at the Pentagram dinner, together with Mr. Cochrane's article
in the same issue, make fascinating reading, and could be said to represent the two extremes of the
Craft--Witchcraft Ancient and Modern, so to speak. From the former one gets the Gardnerian atmo-
sphere of sweetness and light coupled with good clean fun, all under the auspices of a Universal
Auntie. Mr. Cochrane, on the other hand, is a sort of Kier Hardie of the Craft, aradical thinker
calling upon us to leap into the clear light of today—and together search for our souls.

These two viewpoints do show us, however, that thereis afair way to go if the older hereditary
Craft is to come together with its modern counterpart. | have experienced both of these versions; the
former through my mother and my aunt, and the latter (rather too easily) through one of the many
Gardnerian High Priestesses--who, | must emphasise, knew nothing at the time of my connections
with the hereditary Craft. This has shown me just how great the gap is that exists, and the hard work
that will be needed if we are to close it.

Mr. Cochrane's views, however, are not entirely representative of those of the older Craft. A
little more emphasis on the supreme Goddess, and a little less on the sort of soul-searching that can
be found in half-a-dozen cults on the occult fringe, would have brought him more in line with the
beliefs of the group to which | have the honour of belonging. We believe that in the Craft it is a case
not so much of learning something new-- but of remembering, once again, something old.

It must be admitted that there are aids to this remembering; aids towards the sort of knowledge
of the Goddess and of Self that we are seeking. One such that | have seen used is the hallucinogenic
mushroom/toadstool Amanita muscaria* and, if an exchange of knowledge and ideas between
covens comes to pass, it will be very interesting to see what other methods, old and new, arein use. |
feel that we could all be on the verge of something great so far as the future of the Craft is con-
cerned, but how much of thisfeeling is due to personal longings for a coming together of the scat-
tered pieces, and how much to a genuine belief that it will be possible to join the pieces, | do not
know. | have, perhaps surprisingly, found that it is easier to discuss different ideas with members of
the "older" covens than with the "modern” school. The latter just do not want to know, and take
refuge behind dogma. This would appear rather to substantiate Mr. Cochrane's theory that the mod-
ern Craft has become a "funkhol€e" for those wishing to hide from the world.

| hold no brief for the modern world myself, but we haveto livein it, and we must do all we can
to improve it and keep it from becoming a radio-active cinder. The things that are being done to the
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natural order of things, both plant and animal, in the name of the great god Progress; the vast waste
on armaments while millions starve--these are the sort of evilsthat must be fought today: whether
one believes them to be a natural result of mankind being what it is, or whether one seesit all asa
natural consequence of the abandonment of the Mother Goddess for an incompetent Father God. The
Craft could conceivably be aforce for good or merely another of the occult curiosa of 20th century
Britain. The choice, rather frighteningly, is ours.

*| once asked the late Gerald Gardner what he knew of this mushroom, so deeply embedded in the
myths of Britain that no illustrator of children'sfairy stories-- even today--fails to include it some-
where. He answered that he knew nothing of it and did not himself believe that it ever formed part of
the Old Religion. This proves just how well the secret had been kept all this time, because Gardner
was completely wrong. | have not only seen alate 15th century recipe for a sort of tea brewed from
the mushroom, but | have ritually drunk it. The revulsion against so-called "toadstools" gives usthe
clueto all this. Many of these fungi are very edible indeed, but countrymen will not touch them.
This almost certainly points to atime when certain of these fungi were taboo because of their sacred
quality; i.e., they were for eating on religious occasions only--and then probably only by the priest-
esses or priests. Robert Graves suggests that the English reluctance to eat horsemeat could come
from a similar race memory. The "unclean" animals and birds of the Bible are ailmost certainly the
same sort of thing.
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A WOOD IN THE WEST COUNTRY
by Taliesin

In the West Country, and | shall be no more explicit geographically than that, there is awood
that coversthree or four acres of ground. It is known locally as"Annie's Wood" and is strongly
reputed to be haunted. In these few facts, there is nothing really out of the ordinary, and certainly
little to stimulate the imagination of any student of the Old Religion. The wood, however, is a sacred
gpot to asmall group of those who still owe their alegiance to The Lady, and this stimulates the
mind instantly.

The wood is used mainly as a spot for initiations when aspirant members of this hereditary group
are deemed ready to learn something of the mysteries. But there is no trace of the Gardnerian cloak
and dagger initiation here, no binding, no oath-taking or flagellation. The aspirant, after being
prepared mentally by his or her sponsor, and drinking of the potion, isleft alone to spend the night
by the three stones that stand overgrown in the centre of the wood. Anyone who has even walked in
an English wood at night will readily appreciate that to spend the night there, alone, isatest for only
those secure in their genuine desire to serve and, holding on to this desire, unafraid of what they may
see. The inquisition on the following day by experienced Elders will determine whether the aspirant
stays permanently on the fringe of the group or assumes his heritage.

Now al thisisinteresting, but the really interesting thing is the story that is told asto why the
wood is haunted. The versions vary dlightly; this oneis contained in a 17th-century book on the area
prepared by the local priest. Long ago, they say, there was awoman living on the hill at the foot of
which the wood sprawls. She was neither young nor beautiful but men loved her. She was, however,
evil and would give her favoursto any man. But any man who went into the wood with her wasin
danger of hislife because once a year, while the man she had favoured was sleeping beside her, she
would change into a cat and tear his throat out. Eventually she was slain by a monk who wore a
magic crucifix that was proof against her charms. The monk burned down her hut and buried her
beneath three rocks that he magically raised up to keep her buried.

This story is afascinating one--although as it standsit is bunkum. Any story wherein a monk or
any sort of cleric goes up against what the story calls evil isapretty clear case of Christianity versus
the Old Religion, and thisis no exception. Let uslook at the name of the wood first--"Anni€'s
Wood." This, | think, isaclear corruption over the years of "Annis Wood," so let uscall it "The
Wood of Annis,” the daylight begins to show-- for Annisis aname of the old Goddess (in
Leicestershire shewas "Black Annis,” but "Anna' and "Angnesse" are all the same name). So we
have, | postulate, a priestess of the Goddess living, rightly, at the top of a hill with a sacred wood
below who would take a man--a younger man most certainly--as her lover, probably for ayear, and
murder him as Divine King, probably in midsummer. The alleged method of murder is interesting, as
isthe transformation into a cat, for Annisis also known as"Cat Annis" although her symbol is more
normally an owl. The slaying by the monk is obviously away of saying that Christianity suppressed
the worship of Annisand took over. The raising of the stones is nonsense since they are still there
today, are of very great antiquity and form, | think, part of acircle now aimost al buried under earth
and grass. They ought, | suppose, to be excavated for all to see but the thought of their desecration
by the hordes such as descend on Stonehenge would be too much to bear.

Not to be sold under any circumstances for any purpose. Must be freely distributed.



1734 Foundations 16

One more link in thisinteresting chain: the deed to the land on which the wood stands gives as an
aternative name for it "Three Sisters Wood"--though | know of nobody who usesit now. The most
obvious three sisters that spring to mind are the Fate- Trinity, Ana, Badb and " Sean"ha--known
collectively asthe "Morrigan” or "Great Queen." They are, as Robert Cochrane has pointed out, the
true object(s) of the Witch's worship.

As apostscript, | may say that among the people who regard the wood as sacred there are a quite
disproportionate number of "Annes' and "Agnesses." There's an unconscious race-memory for you!
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